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SDC NGO SMALL GRANTS PROGRAMME FOR 2005
GUIDELINES

What is the NGO Small Grants Programme?

· The NGO Small Grants Programme is an initiative of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, part of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland.

· The main goal of the NGO Small Grants Programme is to promote the development of the Civil Society in the Republic of Moldova by supporting Moldovan NGOs which main activities directly contribute to improve the living conditions of most vulnerable and deprived segments of society. 

· Selected NGOs will be given small grants to implement a specific project in the field of Social Sector.

· The grants are between CHF 3’000 to CHF 15’000 and maximum project duration is 12 months.

· NGOs participating in the programme will be involved in specific training courses, this being part of the institutional strengthening component of the NGO Small Grants Programme.

· Project proposals can be submitted any time during the year.

· The NGO Small Grants Programme is an open competition for Moldovan NGOs.

The main criteria of eligibility for funding are:

NGO criteria:

· Be officially registered as NGO in the Republic of Moldova

· Work in the Republic of Moldova, priority is given to work in rural and remote areas

· Be located in the project region

· Be active in the social sector

· Have professionally qualified staff

· Express the will and have the potential to develop into a strong and sustainable organisation

Project criteria:

· Have as direct beneficiaries disadvantaged people (people with disabilities, mono-parental families, elderly people, families with many children, orphans)

· Have realistic and achievable goals within project time frame

· Respond to acute and proven local need 

· Have a duration of maximum 12 months

· Cost of basic office equipment will not exceed 30% of overall project costs.

Not eligible for funding are:

· Organisation registered and/or projects implemented in the cities of Chisinau and Balti
· Organisations that are a branch of an international organisation

· Projects focused on research programmes, academic studies or scholarships

· Operational projects such as constructions, investments etc.

Grants beneficiaries:

Grants beneficiaries will be divided in two groups:
1st level:
NGOs which have not received substantial funds (less than USD 3’000) from international donors can apply for grants of up to CHF 6’000. 

2nd level:
NGOs which have previously received funds (more than USD 3’000) from international donors can apply for grants of up to CHF 18’000. A contribution of 10 % of the project budget will be expected. This can be cash contributions by Local Public Authorities (e.g. payment of electricity, rent), Private Sector and/or community and/or contributions in work by the NGO and/or community. 

Where to submit proposals:

· The programme is conducted in partnership with the CAMIB NGO, which is providing administrative and technical support.

· Please submit all project proposals to CAMIB at the following address:
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CAMIB NGO

49 Sciusev str.,  office 15, Chisinau, Moldova.

Phone/Fax: 21 04 54, 22 97 25, 21 08 87;
E-mail: vchitoraga@camib.com 
Contact persons: Valentina Chitoraga and Veaceslav Mahu, Programme Assistants
Project submission procedures

Application forms are available at CAMIB and can be obtained only in electronic form. Electronic copies are available by E-mail or from the web sites: http://www.sdc.md or http://www.camib.com/pgm. Proposals can be submitted in English, Romanian or Russian. 

Project proposals will be considered as they are received. NGOs will be officially informed on the results of their applications not later than 2 months from the date when the project proposal was received.

A submitted project proposal in order to be considered must include:

· Filled in application form, respecting the provided format

· CV’s of the people involved in the project

· Detailed project budget in MDL  (on a separate page if necessary)

· Copy of the statute of the organization and registration certificate

· As well as all other relevant materials e.g: support letter from local authorities, annual reports, detailed activity plans, photos etc.

IMPORTANT:
Proposals have to be submitted in hard copies with an electronic version on diskette attached. Hand-written and/or incomplete proposals will not be considered. 
Project selection procedures 

Project proposals are first examined by CAMIB and SDC. In order to ensure impartial, professional and fair competition for the applicant NGOs, the pre-selected project proposals will be given to one or two experts who will analyse and comment the project and give their recommendation for funding or refusal. Final decision remains with SDC. 

Participating NGOs will receive an official answer on acceptance or refusal of their applications within maximum 2 months from the date they were submitted.
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DEZA DIREKTION FUR ENTWICKLUNG UND ZUSAMMENARBEIT

DDC DIRECTION DU DEVELOPPEMENT ET DE LA COOPERATION Département fédéral des affaires étrangéres
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SDC SWISS AGENCY FOR DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministerio Suizo de Asuntos Exteriores

COSUDE AGENCIA SUIZA PARA EL DESARROLLO Y LA COOPERACION
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